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NEV’S AUCTION   Dalby Machinery Sale Report  

Duplex Steam 
Pump .$250 again to 
give an idea of what 
the ones we have 
might fetch. 

Teasedale Engine 6 HP $7000  not surprised a 
sourt after engine and pretty complete. 

          Nev Morris of Dalby Qld is 
well known in vintage circles for 
his  massive life time machinery 
collection so when he decided to 
have an auction attention was 
attracted from all over the world.  
  The sale was conducted by Matt Beer of Bundaberg 
Auctions who it is refreshing to see adds no buyers 
premiums unlike the scoundrels down here who add 
15%  plus gst to the hammer price .    

 Matt Beer with Nev in front of the Massive 
Marshall Colonial Oil Traction Engine  . Qld 
Country Life Photo as it appeared on the internet.  

    Of the hundreds of items in the auction I have concentrated on those relevant to what we have down at  the MSTEC  
museum such as  stationary engines , boilers ,  tractors and a few vehicles.  Prices are included as we are often asked by 
members what an item is worth or have to decide if the club should buy a particular  piece of machinery on offer so this 
should help as a guide. 
 

  Pictures are from Matt Beer’s on line catalogue so are not high resolution but still give the idea . Prices relayed to me 
apparently appeared on some ones Facebook site .    Warwick 

Foden “Big Job “  
same as Warwick’s 
but a bit lot rougher 
$4000 
Interesting to see if it 
stays in the country as 
more likely to appeal 
to the Poms 

Willys Knight 
nearly as good as 
Phil’s !  $4,650 

Ronaldson Tippet N 
type.  Rough but still has 
a maggy and carby  so 
about right at $ 150 .  
Interesting as we have 
got a few like this. 
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WW2 Blitz , 3 available  $1,000   $ 3,000   
$3,000. They are getting rare down here but then 
you have to get them back down south. 

Assorted Pallet 
of junk, we 
have got some 
of theses too . 
Someone must 
have seen 
something good 
to go for  
$200 , well 
above scrap . 

Tangye 20 Engine $ 13,500  obviously a desrieable 
engine , looks like a goer a lot of Nev’s  were .  

Jacko Boiler it has got 
a few fittings $1,200. 
Made by Baltic 
Simplex  I am told the 
boiler shop foreman 
was Mr Jackson . Only 
low pressure for 
sterilizing dairies We 
notice a few people 
round the club are 
interested in these 
small units  . 

Bulldog Tractor parts 
$2,500 . Nev was into 
Bulldogs but generally 
would not part with 
them . A different story 
however when he found a 
fellow with a RR Merlin 
engine so did a swap. 
It was not in the sale.  

American Case 65 Traction engine $95,000 .  Usually the boilers  
have had it as they were made with very thin plate. It must have 
been a good one Queensland I am told insisted on thicker plates. 
 ( 3/8 “ instead of 5/16”  is that right ? )  

Marshall Colonial 
Traction Engine . 
Unusual out here as 
although being 
English they are 
built in the 
American style with 
overhung crank and 
wheels with rod 
spokes. $ 40,000 

Marshall Colonial Oil traction Engine $215,000 
The one everyone had their eye on  
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Southern Cross Portable $18,000 . 
Australian made the factory was just 
down the road at toowoomba 

Chamberlain 55D engine 
and radiator complete 
$13,500 .A 2 cylinder 
horizontally opposed Diesel 
version of the 40 K kerosene 
engine . Starts on petrol and 
switches over . Rare as ….  
because they were no good 
and usually replaced with a 
conventional  4 cylinder 
Meadows , Perkins etc 
conversion .  
  Nev got all the  taken  off  
parts from the Dalby Chamberlain dealer . Obviously several people had the 
idea to convert one back to original to get something rare.  

The engine  everyone at MSTEC had their eye on was the Walker  single 
cylinder Airblast Diesel . An  unique engine of great historical and 
cultural significance  being made in  Maryborough QLD  by Walkers. 
The  only other Air blast engine made here is  different  being  a 4 
cylinder  made to Mirrlees licence  and now restored by the Burdekin 
mob . Disappointingly it was bought by some one from Zimbabwe , the 
sole bid of $20,000. Many think it will be a great shame if it leaves 
Australia ! If not for the lockdown the outcome may have been different. 

       I have just found the video Nev gave me of him running  his Walker and 
attached some screen shots as it might be the last we see of it.. 
    He says it is about 12 ton with the 4 ton 6’ 6” flywheel 12” bore x 20 “ stroke  
40 hp  180 rpm  
    He has mounted it on an I beam base that extends past the flywheel and  
supports an outrigger bearing so the set up is self contained.  
    Starts it with a tractor  through the PTO driving a car tyre bearing on the 
flywheel . He does this because with infrequent running the starting air leaks 
out . He motors it over with the tractor till the blast air is up to 700 psi , it then 
starts easily. Kept  under a cover made from an old water tank the engine looks 
absolutely complete and not showing any deterioration due to weather etc  
 It runs steadily and quietly and does not bounce around   Warwick  

Nev reaching up the engine to turn 
off the fuel . 
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Swedish 
Avance tractor  
fetched  
$ 27,000 .    
  Other tractors 
at the auction, 
if sought after 
makes,  were 
going for 
around $ 15 k .  
                       

Ordinary  unrestored but complete tractors ~  $ 6 k  

Junkers opposed piston 2 
stroke diesel $250 not unlike 
Doxford with double throw 
crank and long tie rods to the 
top piston . I though it was a 
bit of a bargan,  unique compared 
to more regular stationary 
engines , going for around $300 
The Old Machinery Magazine 
Forum / Australian Doxford 
Engines  

Underfired 
boiler with 
single riveted 
lap seam $700 . 
Would you be 
able to get a 
ticket for it ? 

Last item in the sale 
was this unrestored 
1928 Chev 4 cylinder 
car nearly the same as 
Warwicks !  $11,500  

S S     S S     S S    SS      S S    SS      S S    S S    SS      S S     

STOP  PRESS   RARE SENTINEL DIESEL LORRY FOUND IN AUSTRALIA  
 I have just heard from Tim Ellis that he has found and retrieved the only surviving  Australia remains  of a Sentinel 
Diesel lorry from a dump near Parkes NSW. The Sentinel UK works transitioned from Steam waggons to Diesels in the early 
1950’s Their unique feature was an under body engine like the steam variety. About 1/2 dozen came to Australia  but were 

not a success so are now very rare even in the UK  ( see SS 558 July 2017 ) 

Tim Ellis photo  

One of the Australian batch. John Lowrie 

Avance were originally sold through McDonalds from 1927. A 2 cylinder 2 stroke hot plug engine. A bit of a disaster they all 
broke crankshafts because of the very heavy unsupported flywheel . See cross section of original design. A factory rep came 
out and fitted a longer crankshaft and a spacer  with an outrigger bearing behind the flywheel as a fix for all the existing 
tractors which  then gave good service. Industrial Pioneer by Neil McDonald .           Warwick  
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  Len Brighton writes   How many members have heard of a Waukesha (waw-ki-shaw) 
engine?  Well until 3 years ago I hadn’t. Let’s call it 2 years because 2020 was a dud, 
so I don’t count it. To save many members the trouble of telling me this - yes, I must 
get out more often! 
 I only discovered the make of 
the engine when I noticed it sitting 
on the perimeter of our arena. 
     The Waukesha Motor Co. of Waukesha, 
Wisconsin, USA, was founded in 1906. The principal 
founders were Allan Stebbins, a wealthy retired 
farmer, and Fred Ahrens and Harry Horning who are 
described as “tinkerers of engines”. 
For 62 years the Waukesha Motor Co. manufactured 
an extensive range of innovative and extremely 
reliable engines. These were fitted to cars, trucks, 
tractors, and they were used as stationary engines for 
pumping and generating electricity etc.  
 I plan to write an article at a later stage that 
focuses on the Waukesha Motor Company. It will also 
include information on the Waukesha Cooperative 
Fuel Research (CFR) engine owned by the club. 
The engine on the arena. 
   A search of the net revealed that there is a Waukesha Engine Historical Society, Inc (WEHS). I sent the society a few photos 
of our engine to see if they had any information on it. 
Confusion reigned at their end because I sent them a shot of a data plate showing the engine’s serial number as 42711. It turns 
out that the ID plate was for the power unit.  
I sent another photo with the number 513455 on another data plate. Yippee, this was the right plate. 
    The club’s engine is known as a Model 145-GKU “Oil Field Special”.  
 
It’s a 6-cylinder magneto ignition engine with a bore 
and stroke of 5¼” x 6”, weighing approx. 3805lbs 
(1726Kg).   145 HP  at 2,000 RPM 
    From the spec sheets they are designed for long 
operation and easy maintenance. Rigid deep 
cylinder block with removable wear resistance wet 
sleaves. Forged steel crankshaft with 7 main bearing  
with replaceable precision machined bearing shells.            

    OHV of course, with 2 separate interchangeable cylinder heads 
using replaceable valve guides and exhaust valve seats.  
     The Oil Field specials  could be supplied with a special multi fuel 
carburettor which gave the option of running on either  gasoline or 
gas straight from the well , or as a gasoline only version.  
Our engine is fitted with a regular petrol carburettor. I’m unable to 

determine if it is original, but it looks right! 
 ( Probably changed for Australian since before natural gas Ed) 
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    Power Output seems a bit ambiguous  The power graph shows 195 HP  (gross) at 1800 RPM for a bare engine  with the 
updraft dual fuel carburettor but no fan,  no generator,  no aircleaner and 
without a muffler . It then goes on to say for full load use no more than 80 
%  and for intermittent not more than 90 % of the ( net ) power shown for 
the installed unit which from the graph is already about another  7 % less 
than gross test numbers.( I must add this was Standard practice for the day 
before these “flash in the pan figures“ became illegal for the car industry 
in Australia in 1976 but are still used by the hot rodders today for their 
“incredible” numbers. Unfortunately this change from exagerated gross 
to actual net  corresponded to introduction of emission laws in Australia 
so it is incorrectly believed by everyone that  it is all caused by smog 
gear . Ed. ) 
 

A  War Engine  ours was built soon after 14th January 1943, which is the 
date of the casting of the engine block. It’s one of a batch of six engines 
sold to Dayton Dowd Co. who specialised in pumps and pumping 
equipment. They received the engines sitting on their standard bases and 
fitted them with sub-bases to mount the pumps; the engine at the club has 
one of these sub-bases and the pump.  
 

    Wartime materials. It’s interesting to note on some of the Sales 
Bulletins there are statements regarding wartime materials; below are two 
versions of that statement.  ( Obviously shortages got tougher as the war 
progressed and they copped a bit of flak  Ed. )  
“The materials as listed in "Specifications" are given in the most general terms because war conditions make it impossible to 
be specific, and substitutions must be made from time to time. At all times, however, every precaution will be taken in the 
selection of substitutes for former standards to ensure Waukesha quality and service”. 
“The materials as listed are given in general terms because of the materials unobtainable during the war are not yet available. 
At all times, however, every precaution is taken in the selection of materials to maintain the high standards that ensure 
Waukesha quality and service”. 
 

Our Engine  Len continues I was not able to find out a great deal about the club engine other than the following: - 
Reg Murton was instrumental in getting it for the club. It was previously used as an emergency backup pump for a building fire 
sprinkler system.  

Peter Morris started the engine about 15 years ago. He told me 
that it’s a sweet running engine that sounds great with the 
straight-out exhaust. At that time, he removed the pump to 
prevent the seal being run dry. The pump is still with the club. 
It would be great to have info on the life of the engine on an 
oilfield in America, and how it finished up down under. 
Further to this, if anyone knows more about this pumping unit, 
please let me know. Can’t have too much history! 
 

The future of the engine. 
This is an historically important engine which should be 
running and demonstrated. We need someone to take it on as a 
project. I’m not talking about a showroom finish restoration; in 
fact, it looks just right in its working clothes. It needs a bit of 
TLC to tidy it up a bit and most importantly, it should be 
stored under cover. It would make a fabulous display down at 
the lake pumping water during Steamfest. There have been 
discussions about having a pumping display, and this engine 
would be a star attraction! 
Acknowledgements.  
   Waukesha Engine Historical Society for written approval to 
quote and publish content from their web site. 
   Dennis Tollefson, Waukesha Engine Historical Society, for 
providing the early history of the engine including copies of     
Sales Bulletins.  
 Warwick Bryce, Rohan Lamb, Peter Morris and Reg 
Murton for the history of the engine at MSTEC. 
              Len Brighton   MSTEC  Diesel Section 
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Shed Sky lights   Adrian Anderson writes  :-   All,  The 
skylights in the rail shed have been replaced. 
A before and after shot showing the improvement  
 The gutters were found to be chock a block particularly the valley one, hopefully this will resolve the water leaks. 
Some other dodgy areas were resealed as well. 
 Thanks Adrian , good to see some action around the club . Following this success approval has been given to replace 

An Interesting Little Engine. 
It started when our Secretary Will got a had a call from Lou, in Healesville 
looking to offload/donate an engine. It's not entirely complete (missing name 
badge at least) but he's sent a photo through and it looks to have a little 
Webster Magy on it which I'm led to believe is a little unusual. Can anyone 
identify it.  
     Warwick replied .I cannot identify the engine although it has many 
features of American low cost mass produced open crank engines of the 1915 
era . 
Particularly noted is the low tension magneto and ignitor so that is the 
appeal of it. We have very little in the way of engines with this ignition 
system and it is hard to find engines with these bits on them. It looks quite a 
small engine  perhaps 1 ½ hp so easy to handle so I say go for it. That said 
quite lot of small parts are missing including the shaft out of the ignitor and 
some of the valve pushrod mechanisms as well as the usual drip oiler,  fuel 
tank, muffler and crank handle . All these are not too hard to make 
but  would need a bit of research to get them correct for a display engine. 

Without these it would not command a high price.   Anyway Will  reported  I got it for $200 and I collected the little engine on 
the weekend and have donated it to the club . I have since been scouring the internet to find out what it is. I struck it lucky and 
found it's a Nelson Bros type T (Little Jumbo), 1 & 3/4 HP. The older ones with the Webster magneto are relative rare . There 
is a video of one rebadged as a McLeod https://youtu.be/uGKTr0PAx1Q  .    What a wonderfull club we have !  
 

Early Days on the Farm  Senior club member Don Whalley, who incidently a couple of years ago donated a 
number of  his better class engines to the club, writes  

I am turning 92 in August and I am now aware I still have information of my childhood, of growing up on a farm, that could be of 
interest. ( He is right he grew up in the North East as did a number of our members Ed . ) 

My father was gassed and wounded in WW1 and six years after returning to Australia  bought a 55 acre dairy farm in 1925 at 
Myrtleford, which was located between the Ovens river and Happy Valley creek one mile south of the township of Myrtleford in the NE of 
Victoria. He converted the farm from dairying to tobacco growing.         Here are a couple of little farm stories ——->  
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A HISTORIC VEHICLE    This was a  four-wheeled horse drawn wagon which had been used by the Victorian Railways to take 
holidaymakers from the Porepunkah railway station to the Railways owned Chalet on the summit of Mount Buffalo. When my  father 
bought the wagon for the farm it still had a high mounted drivers seat at the front and steps at the rear to load passengers. Some time in the  

1920’s this horse-drawn vehicle was retired by the 
Railways and replaced by a White bus (coach). 
 

 PUMPKINS  The second part of this story is related 
to the need to grow a backup crop in the event that the 
tobacco would be destroyed by a late frost or mould, One 
year my father grew a few acres of pumpkins. Some are 
shown loaded onto the wagon mentioned above. Photograph 
attached. 
 After the pumpkins were safely stored in a shed a 
sample bag of pumpkins were sent to the Albury Market. 
The response was “Don’t send any more”. We fed the two 
horses and the farm cow with pumpkins until the pumpkins 
started to rot. The farm had a dry lagoon adjacent to the 
Ovens River, so the pumpkins were tipped into the lagoon. 
All very good! The Ovens river has no dam on to check the 
annual floodwaters flowing from  the south side of Mt 
Hotham and Mt Buffalo.                                                                                                                           
Photo Don Whalley 
 You guessed it! The floodwaters came and over flowed the banks of  the Ovens river and then filled the lagoon and floodwater then 
took a short cut across the pumpkin paddock to the Happy Valley Creek. Now, rotting pumpkins float and were deposited uniformly by the 
floodwaters onto the paddock where they were grown, except for the one bag that was to the Albury Market and a few fed to the horses and 
cow. 
         This is why an engineering career appealed to me rather than farming. ( Don is not  the only one  Ed . )  

Vale Ken Sievwright  We have just 
heard that member Ken Sievwright has recently 
passed away aged 92 . He will always be 
remembered, around the club, as the man who 
made the most fantastic wooden machinery 
models . The family indicates that many of his 
wonderful redgum models will be distributed 
among his many grandchildren, but  some of the  
models of engines that are at the club will be 
donated to MSTEC.  
 Warwick writes :- My friendship with Ken started 
about 10  years ago after noticing him down at the 
club on several of our open days. He was armed 
with camera and note book and taking particular 
interest in one of our machines. It transpierced he 
was taking measurements for a wooden model he 
was making and asked was that alright and how 
often were we open ? Well why not join up and 

then come as often as you like was the 
answer. Ken jumped at it because it 
transpired up to this time his models had 
been mostly road transport based and he had 
made so many he had run out of subject 
matter so our Museum ,with it diverse 
range, opened up a whole new field. In the 
end he had modeled almost every one of our 
significant pieces of equipment.  
     Ken was a quiet fellow, always friendly 
but very modest, so it took a bit of getting 
out about his models but we eventually 
persuaded him to bring along a couple to 
show us. To say we were gobbsmacked was 
an understatement. (Just look at the photos 
and you will appreciate why ). 

KEN SIEVWRIGHT 
and man and his 

Models. 

Ken enthrawling a family with his models at our 2016 rally . The secret was 
they appealed to every of all ages and interests. Rohan Lamb photo 

This overview of his 2018 display gives 
an idea of the number of models Ken 
could bring . Most of the models on the 
left table are of MSTEC rollers and 
traction engines while the Willans and 
Tangye engines are in front of him.   
Rohan Lamb photo . 
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 I remember suggesting that he display at our rally and Hayden encouraging him with the kind offer  to set up in the 
Southern Steam Museum . He reluctantly agreed and bought along a couple of his models and thoroughly enjoyed the 

experience. Afterwards he confided he never thought he would do anything 
like that in his life. As it turned out that was a turning point for him and from 
then on we have always had a display of a seemingly endless variety of his 
fantastic models.  
 

    I remember when Ken came across my Foden he was so struck by a bout of 
nostalgia that he was forced to make a wooden model of it.                                     
When unveiled it was , of course, to his usual high standard with attention to 
detail even to the extent  of mirrors , door handles and windscreen wipers.  
Not content with  that the cabin roof is removable to reveal gauges,  pedals 
and instruments . One 
item  of note is the 
blanket over the engine 
cover to help absorb 
sound. Not standard but 
from his own experience 
something all drivers did 
in the day.  
But that is not all 
next the whole 
cabin comes off 
to reveal the 
Straight 8 

Gardner engine 
complete with 

injection pump and air compressor .  Then there is the 12 speed 
transmission and double drive bogies. Such detail indicates 
Ken’s intimate knowledge of such vehicles . About this time the 
memories became so strong that the only cure was to  
let him get behind the wheel and take a spin around the  
club grounds.  This made his day. 
  Small reward in comparision to the pleasure and enjoyment his  
fantastic redgum models never failed to bring  to all who behold 
them no matter what their interest or age . With the wish that our 
Steam Museum receive a number of  his models long may this 
continue .    Acknowledgement   Rohan Lamb Hayden Sharpe 
Goldfields Engine  
    Bill Sides is cutting back his activities down at the club and has subsequently relinquised his bay in shed 11 and kindly 
donated much of it’s contents to the club. Unfortunately with the lockout it is a bit hard to know just what is there but one thing 
for certain is his Goldfields engine. This is the green one sitting outside the end of the train shed for the last few years just 
outside his southern door so most will have noticed it.  
    These engine are very rare being made speciaaly by Goldfields for their drilling rigs. A unique feature is the exhaust valve 
operating mechanism  which consists of an eccentric gear mounted on a 
swinging arm that actuates the exhaust push rod as the gear rolls around . 
I remember years ago standing down at Wantirna  mesmoriesed by the 
action of the gear wobbling in and out as it rotated. Adding to the interest 

is it’s low tension 
ignition with a with trip 
mechansim and Webster 
Bi Polar  magneto . 
    Darryl Killinsworth 
has put his hand up to 
clean it up and get it 
back into order so  
we can  marval at it’s 
sillyness again.  

   
  

Ken’s Foden model . It will be a thrill if 
it comes back to the club.  
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